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Office Action Summary 




Application No. ^ 

09/605,261 


Applicant(s) 

HOERMANSDOERFER, GERD 


examiner 

Hieu Phan 


Art Unit 

3738 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address • 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IEI Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 25 March 2002 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-22 Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 23-26 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) n The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)lElAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) O Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) , 



4) n Inten/iew Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) 0 Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 6 
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Response to Election/Restriction 



1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group 11, claims 23-26, in Paper No. 5 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the inventions are related. This is not 
found persuasive because the article, hip-socket joint, can be made by another process besides 
using a lathe. For example the article can be made using a laser or a grinder. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
Claims 1-22 are withdrawn from consideration. 



2. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or altemative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract contains more than one 



Specification 



paragraph. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

6. Regarding claim23 and 26, the phrases "for example", "e.t.c" and "e.g." render the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 



7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



8. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tuke (U.S. 
Patent 4,851,006). 

Tuke discloses a hip-joint socket (2) with individual threaded blades (8) as is claimed 
(figures 1-3, column 2 lines 44-68 and column 3 lines 1-18). 

Note to applicant that the process limitations are not given weight because it is product 
by process. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Conclusion 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu Phan whose telephone number is 703-308-8969. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Corrine M McDermott can be reached on 703-308-21 1 1. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3590 for regular 
communications and 703-305-3590 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0873. 



Hieu Phan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3738 



April 22, 2002 




CORRINE McDERMOTT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMNER 
TECHNaOGY OBITER 3700 



Attachment for PTO-948 (Rc\. OJ/01. or earlier 

6/1 8/0 1 



The below text replaces the prc^printcd text under the heading, 
""Information on How Jo Effect Drawing Chzngcs,"\on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/0 1 , or ea rfierj form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO LFFEC T OR VU INC ( II WGt.S 



I. Correction orinrorni«lin>s ~ J7 CFR 1.85 

New corrccied drawings musi be tiled with ihe changes uuorporaied dicrcm 
Identifying indicia, il'provided. should include the lulc of ihe invention 
inventor's name, and application number, or doclcet number (it any) ii an 
application number has not been assigned to the appiicaiion If this inlbrmaiion i> 
provided, it must be placed on the t'roni of each sheet <ind ceniered u iihin<ihc uip 
margin. If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
j7). the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of J7 CFR i 136(a) or (b) for filing 
the oorreaed drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with n transmittal letter addressed t<* 
the Official Draftsperson 

V 

2. Corrections other than Inrormaiities Noted by Or^tftsperson on form PTO* 
948. 

All chinges to the drawings, other chan tntormaiuics noicd by iite UransperMn, 
MUST be made in the same manner as above exccpi that, normally, a highliuhted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of ihe changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before ihc apphcauon will be 
allowed No changes will be permuted lo be made other ih«n correction oi 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawing corrcciions within the 
tune period set in the attached Office commtinication See ^7 CFR 
185(a) 



Failure to lake corrective action within the set period wiH resull in 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



